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The priority of Henry County Public Schools is for students to attend school in the school zone in which the parent(s) or guardian(s) resides. The placement of students in
the Henry County Public Schools shall be based on the educational needs of each individual student and the legal residence of their parents(s) or guardian(s). Students
may be enrolled only in the school serving the attendance area in which their parent(s) reside unless special placement is approved by the School Board.
 

A student may be administratively transferred by the superintendent or his/her designee for the welfare of the student or special education students may be
transferred to meet the needs specified in the I.E.P.
A high school student may attend a high school outside the attendance zone in which his/her parent(s) resides if he/she has reached his eighteenth birthday and
established residence in another attendance zone.
A high school student may attend a high school outside the attendance zone in which his/her parent(s) reside if he/she wishes to enroll in a course or program
which is not offered in the home school and if his/her schedule does not permit the loss of time resulting from being transported to the school for the class. Such
requests for special placement should be made at the time of spring registration. If the student chooses not to remain in the course or program, special placement
will be revoked.
The board approves special placement requests for students at three levels: elementary, middle and high school. Students must annually reapply for special
placement at each level. Students who are currently established as special placement will be considered prior to new requests for that same school.
The board reserves the right to place a child at any school and may not be able to accommodate the child in the school requested by the parent(s).
Special placement recipients who transition into elementary, from elementary to middle school, and from middle to high school, will be expected to enroll in the
school zone in which they reside.

 
Special placements are dependent upon the student demonstrating appropriate behaviors, good attendance, acceptable grades, and sufficient space being available in the
requested school without hiring additional staff. 

If resident student enrollment changes during the school year and class size exceeds the standards set by the Henry County School Board and state, additional staff will
not be hired and special placement students may be asked to attend their school of residence. 
 
Parents are responsible for student transportation. Failure to provide adequate transportation will result in revocation of the special placement. More than nine (9) tardies
within a nine week period will necessitate a review of the special placement status and a possible revocation. This will ensure that special placement students have every
opportunity for instruction as resident students.
 
When it is discovered that a parent has not made application for special placement or non-resident on behalf of their student, notification will be made to the Office of
Student Services for review and a recommendation by the Student Placement Committee will be made to the School Board.
 
If residential information provided by the parent is found to be misleading or inaccurate, the educational placement of the student may be revoked.
 
Non-Resident Applications
 
Non-residents may apply for acceptance in Henry County Public Schools. Acceptance is based upon sufficient space being available in the requested school without hiring
additional staff. The School Board will consider the student's behavior, attendance, and achievement in determining school placement.
 
Non-resident students are subject to all conditions outlined in Policy JC-R and the Henry County Public Schools Code of Student Conduct.
 
Non-resident students will be considered for placement after in-county special placements have been considered by the School Board.
 
Special Placement and Non-Resident Application Deadlines
 
All special placement and non-resident applications are available online and at all schools. The request for special placement for in-county and out-of-county students
must be submitted in writing to Student Services by May 1. A letter must be attached with the application specifying the reason why the transfer is requested. Student
transfer requests hand-delivered or postmarked after May 1 will not be considered. Applications for review will note received date and time in order to consider those
that apply first. Student Services will not accept any applications prior to February 1.
 
Special placement (in-county) applications will be considered by the School Board at the June Board meeting.  All applicants will be notified of the School Board's decision
within thirty (30) days.
 
Non-resident (out-of-county) applications will be considered by the School Board at the July Board meeting.  All applicants will be notified of the School Board's decision
within thirty (30) days.
 



Students who change address or relocate 60 days before or after the first day of school will be considered and processed if spacing is available.
 
Appeals Process
 
If the parent can show that policy was not followed, the parent has the right to appeal the decision of the Superintendent to the School Board regarding special
placement. The decision of the School Board is final.
 
Full-Time Employee Special Placement Benefit
 
Effective with the 2012-2013 school year, a permanent, full-time employee who receives benefits from the system, has the opportunity to request a transfer of their
child/children to any school in Henry County Public Schools.  The employee may request a transfer by completing a special placement or non-resident application.  The
transfer is based on all contingencies that other transfers are based on, including school capacity, student progress, and the continued employment of the individual.
 
Sibling Information Special Placement Benefit

Special placement requests for students who indicate a sibling currently in attendance at the corresponding school may be considered.  This consideration is based on all 
contingencies that other transfers are based on, including school capacity and student progress.
 
As used in this section, “sibling” means children who have at least one biological parent in common or who have been legally adopted by the same parents or parent.
 



ATTENDANCE ZONE: STUDENT PLACEMENT PROCEDURES 

The placement of students in the Henry County Schools shall be based on the educational needs of each individual 
student and the legal residence of their parent(s). 

1. Students may be enrolled only in the school serving the attendance area in which their parent(s) reside with
certain  exceptions:

a. Students may be considered for admission outside the school zone in which their parents reside if the
student’s record of academic achievement, behavior, and attendance are positive.

b. A high school student may attend a high school outside the attendance zone in which his parent(s)
reside if he has reached his eighteenth birthday and established residence in another attendance zone
or married and established residence in another attendance zone.

2. Consideration for special placement is contingent upon a student’s academic achievement, behavior, and/or
record of attendance.  All special placements are dependent upon sufficient space being available in the
requested school without hiring additional staff.  If a class overload develops due to any reason, special
placements may be immediately rescinded.

a. The Board reserves the right to place a child at any school and may not be able to accommodate the
parent(s) requested school.

3. Parents are responsible for student transportation unless the principal agrees to allow the student to ride a
bus.  Failure to provide transportation, as determined by the principal, will result in a transfer to the home
school.

PROCEDURE: 

The Parent/Guardian should return the completed application to the Director of Student Support Services 
at the School Board Office.   

The School through the Principal will: 

A. Verify appropriate placement data

B. All applications must be submitted to the Director of Student Support Services by May 1, 2023.  A letter 
explaining rationale for placement must be attached with the application specifying the reason why the 
special placement is requested.  Student special placement requests hand-delivered or postmarked after 
May 1st will not be considered.  Applications for review will note received date and time in order to 
consider those that apply first.  Student Services will not accept any applications prior to February 1, 
2023.

C. Special Placement (in county) applications will be considered by the School Board at the June Board 
meeting.  All applicants will be notified of the School Board’s decision within thirty (30) days.



ATHLETIC INFORMATION: 

For athletes, please be aware that a special placement waiver does not apply to athletic eligibility. 
The Virginia High School League governs athletic eligibility for athletics by meeting one of the criteria 
listed in the VHSL Handbook.  This can be found in the Transfer Rule, Section 28-6-1.  This rule states:  “The 
student shall not have enrolled in one high school subsequently transferred to and enrolled in another 
high school without a corresponding change in the residence of his/her parents, parent or guardian.”   

Residence is defined as the domicile of an individual, meaning that the individual lives in a locality 
with the intent to make it a fixed and permanent home.  Domicile requires more than bodily presence as 
an inhabitant in a given place; it requires bodily presence and an intention to make such a place a fixed 
and permanent home.  Other indicia of domicile include automobile registration, voter registration and 
the reporting of a mailing address change to the appropriate agencies, such as the post office, utility 
companies, creditors and employers.  Under no circumstances can a family or student participant have 
two residences for eligibility purposes.  It is the obligation of the school to know the complete residence 
status of each student participant and to see that all comply with these requirements.  Any change in 
residence must be bona fide.  Determination of what constitutes a bona fide change of residence 
depends upon the facts of each case, but in order for a change of residence to be considered bona 
fide at least the following facts must exist:  (1) The original residence must be abandoned as a residence; 
that is sold, rented or disposed of as a residence, and must not be used as a residence by any member 
of the family, (2) The entire family must make the change and take with them the household goods and 
furniture appropriate to the circumstances, and (3) The change must be made with the intent that it is 
permanent. 

There are special conditions, which may apply to each specific case, but the parent should 
investigate these thoroughly.  Contact the activities director where you are enrolling concerning any 
questions.  If you are ineligible to participate, you cannot participate in athletics for one full year starting 
from the date you enrolled in the new school. 

The Superintendent or Designated Representative will notify the parent/guardian and the school of the 
decision regarding this request. 
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